
Year 1
1 Captions

Example – Guinea Pigs 5
Writing Support Sheet 6
Writing Frame 7

2 Lists
Example – Baker’s Shop 8
Writing Support Sheet 9
Writing Frame 10

3 Instructions
Example - How to Build a Snowman 11
Writing Support Sheet 12
Writing Frame 13

4 Labels
Example – Homes – A Caravan 14
Writing Support Sheet 15
Writing Frame 16

5 Extended Captions
Example – Gardener’s Tools 17
Writing Support Sheet 18
Writing Frame 19

6 Questions & Answers
Example – The Queen 20
Writing Support Sheet 21
Writing Frame 22

7 Non-Chronological Reports
Example – Ponds 23
Writing Support Sheet 24
Writing Frame 25

8 Recounts
Example – Magician in School 26
Writing Support Sheet 27
Writing Frame 28

9 Recounts
Example – The Journey 29
Writing Support Sheet 30
Writing Frame 31

10 Questions & Answers
Example – Near the North Pole 32
Writing Support Sheet 33
Writing Frame 34

Year 2
1 Instructions

Example – How to Make Leaf Prints 35
Writing Support Sheet 36
Writing Frame 37

2 Instructions
Example – How to Make a Cup of Tea 38
Writing Support Sheet 39
Writing Frame 40

3 Using Diagrams with Instructions
Example – Decorating a Christmas Tree 41
Writing Support Sheet 42
Writing Frame 43

4 Dictionary
Example – Tools 44
Writing Support Sheet 45
Writing Frame 46

5 Glossaries
Example – Space 47
Writing Support Sheet 48
Writing Frame 49

6 Flow Charts
Example – Dandelions 50
Writing Support Sheet 51
Writing Frame 52

7 Flow Charts
Example – The Life Cycle of a Frog 53
Writing Support Sheet 54
Writing Frame 55

8 Making Notes
Example – Whales 56
Writing Support Sheet 57
Writing Frame 58

9 Non-Chronological Reports
Example – Duckton Farm 59
Writing Support Sheet 60
Writing Frame 61

10 Non-Chronological Reports
Example – Homes Around the World 62
Writing Support Sheet 63
Writing Frame 64

Contents

                                         



4

Notes for Teachers

Non-Fiction Writing for Years 1 and 2 is designed to develop writing skills in line with
the National Literacy Strategy. This photocopiable book contains ten different non-
fiction writing activities for Year 1 and ten activities for Year 2.

Aim
The book aims to improve children’s writing skills by providing them with a model
followed by similar ideas for them to write about using a given framework following the
features of a particular type of writing.

How does it work?
The book is divided into different types of non-fiction writing.  Each activity has three
similar pages: a Sample Text, a Writing Frame and a Writing Support Sheet.

Shared Reading of Sample Texts
• Each activity starts with a model of the type of writing to be studied.
• Sample texts may be enlarged on a photocopier or projected on to a screen.
• The teacher reads the model with the children.
• The teacher discusses the model looking closely at the main features.
• Grammar and vocabulary may be examined.
• The main features of the layout should be pointed out.

Writing Support Sheets
These sheets may be photocopied to provide a format for the less able children. 
They provide lots of prompts for writing including suggestions for words to use.

Writing Frames
These sheets may be photocopied to provide a format for most children in the class.

Planning for Writing/ Talk for Writing
• Before children write they should discuss at length the sample text.
• Discussion may take place between partners, small groups or whole class group.
• The teacher may write down suggestions from the children.

Shared Writing
Teacher Demonstration – an enlarged writing frame may be partly completed by the
teacher in front of the children to show exactly what is expected.
Teacher Scribing – an example writing frame or writing support sheet may be
completed with the children suggesting appropriate words, phrases or sentences.
Again, children may talk to partners to come up with further suggestions for the teacher
to scribe.
Supported Composition – The children may be asked to write a sentence with a partner
on a whiteboard to share their ideas with their teacher and the rest of their class.

Independent/ Guided Writing
Finally, the children write their own version of the written activity using the Writing
Frame or the Writing Support Sheet for guidance.
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Yr 1 Example 7 Non-Chronological Reports

Ponds
frog

fish

beetle

Lots of things live in ponds.

Frogs
Frogs live in ponds. They lay eggs
which hatch into tadpoles.

Beetles
Beetles live in ponds. Some of them
are black. They have six legs. 
They can swim.

Fish
Fish live in ponds. They have gills to
help them breathe. They lay eggs.
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Writing 
Support Sheet

How to Write
a ReportName

Heading: Fish
You can catch

Heading:

Heading:

jellyfish fish

catch
net

crab

nip
rock poolssting

swim

Word Bank

Think of some things that live at the seaside. 
Write a sentence about each one.

A report has a title. A report has headings.
A report has lots of information.

At the Seaside
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Writing Frame

Name
How to Write

a Report

Heading:

Heading:

Heading:

Heading:

Look in a book to find out about some things that
live at the seaside. Write about four of them.

A report has a title. A report has headings.
A report has lots of information.

Title:  
Draw pictures
in the boxes.

    




