
INTRODUCTION

A Topic is an approach to teaching in a Primary

School which involves various apparently

unrelated tasks being carried out under the

umbrella of a common title or theme such as

"Britain Since 1930".

Topic work always:

• Involves class, group and individual work with 

some elements of choice.

• Involves practical activities.

• Uses themes selected which are thought 

appropriate to the interests and stages of 

development of the children involved.

• Involves first hand experiences such as visits 

or visitors.

• Involves some sort of investigation.

• Involves using investigation gathering skills.

• Crosses some curriculum boundaries.

• It should also include, if possible, an element 

of "FUN".

The purpose of this book is to provide a bank of

ideas and photocopiable activities, based on a

Britain Since 1930 Study, which fulfil the above

criteria. It is envisaged that the busy class teacher

will use his/her professional judgement to select

activities appropriate to their own individual

situation.

The publishers have endeavoured to trace the

copyright holders of all illustrations in this publication.

If we have unwitt ingly infringed  copyright, we

sincerely apologise, and will be pleased, on being

satisfied as to the owner's title, to pay an appropriate

fee as if we had been able to obtain prior permission. 
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The airship R101 with 24 crew and 30 passengers in

a luxury cabin beneath the gas filled balloon frame

was forced down in a freak storm in France on its test

flight to Paris in 1930. Only 6 people survived. In the

1930s a German airship crossed the Atlantic weekly

with 40 crew and 20 passengers in 56 hours. The

airship Hindenburg exploded on its mooring rig in New

York in 1937 killing everyone on board. This put a stop

to Airship flights.
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Events in the History

of Flying1930 to1990

Task: Picking out the highlights.

1. Give 2 reasons why airships stopped flying after 1937.

2. What improvement in speed did jet planes bring to the Atlantic crossing in the1950s.

3. List 2 advances in flying brought about by the 2nd World War.

4. List the differences between Concorde and a Boeing Jumbo jet.

5. What changes did Concorde bring to Atlantic passenger flight ?

6. Why was a Helicopter very useful in wartime ?

7. Research in books to find and draw Fighter planes of 1939-45.

From 1939 to 1945 war meant many advances in flying. A Jet powered plane developed in 1945 by Sir Frank

Whittle led to much faster flight and the breaking of the sound barrier in 1949 at 1,200 k.p.h. The Helicopter,

with vertical lift off and the ability to land in small spaces was built for troop carrying in the war.

• In the 1950s the Comet airliner flew across the Atlantic in a matter of 9 hours carrying over 150 passengers in

comfort. In 1955 Comet III flew 30,000 miles around the world in under 67 hours. A daily Jet flight link to America

was established in 1953.

• Concord a supersonic Jet passenger aeroplane had its first passenger crossing of the Atlantic in 1972. It could

carry over 120 passengers to America in under 4 hours. By the 1990s American built Boeing “Jumbo Jets” could

carry up to 500 people at high speeds over long distances.
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Instructions

Cut out these pictures of objects from the 1930s to the 1990s to make a set of 30 cards.Make yourselves 3

date labels with 1930 to 1950 ;1950 to 1970 ; and 1970 to present on them. Turn the object cards upside

down. Each player picks up a card in turn and  puts it under the date label he or she thinks it fits. The referee then

asks ‘Are there any challenges?’. If the other players think the date is wrong they may challenge the players

decision, and win the card for themselves if they choose the correct date. The referee awards the card for each

correct answer and the card is removed from play. The winner is the player with the most cards.

Date the Artefact
A game for 2 to 4 players, + 1 referee.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

13 14 15

10 11 12
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Date the Artefact
Answers for referee.

1930 to 1950

2, 4, 7, 11, 13, 16,

19, 22, 25, 28.

1950 to 1970

3, 5, 8, 10, 14, 17,

20, 23, 26, 29.

1970 to 1990

1, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18,

21, 24, 27, 30.

16 17 18

19 20

22 23 24

25 26 27

28 29 30

21
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The Exploration of Space 1926 to 1997

Task: An exercise in chronology.

1 Down the centre of a large piece of paper, vertically set out a 

time line from 1926 to 1997, marking on the line every five years. 

Cut out the Space Exploration Facts and paste them as near to 

their correct date as possible. Use research to illustrate your 

work.

The Russian Lunar 2

spacecraft crash lands on

the Moon 1959.

The first spacewoman

Valentina Tereshkova

(U.S.S.R.) orbits the earth

1963.

1957 Sputnik 1a Russian

satellite is the first object in

space.

1996 A piece of meteorite

from Mars is thought to

have signs of life.

1943 The German V2

rocket powered bombs

launched on Britain from

Northern France.

1968 U.S.A. Saturn rocket

powers Apollo Moon

explorations.

1984 Chinese “Long

March III” launches

Chinese satellite.

1989 the American

spacecraft Voyager 2 flies

past Venus.

In 1987 a Russian

cosmonaut spent 326 days

in space.

1983 the European and

American Spacelab is

launched to provide a

permanent workplace in

space.

Neil Armstrong(U.S.A.)

walks on the Moon 1969.

Vostock rocket U.S.S.R.

sends Gagarin into orbit

1961.

1981 European countries

Rocket “Ariane” launches

satellites.

1987 Russian Energya

rocket launches Buran

space shuttle.

1975 U.S.A’s Apollo and

U.S.S.R’s Souz spacecraft

meet up in space.

John Glenn(U.S.A.) 1962

orbits the earth 3 times.

1976 two U.S.A Viking

spacecraft visit Mars, but

find no sign of life.

Russian Alexi Leonov

makes the first Space walk

for 20 minutes in 1965.

Yuri Gargarin(U.S.S.R.)

the first human to orbit the

earth in 1961.

U.S.A Robert Goddard

builds the world’s f irst

liquid fuelled rocket 1926.

Mercury/Atlas rocket

sends John Glenn into

orbit 1962.

1981.U.S.A. Shuttle space

craft which can be re-used

is first launched.

Mariner 10(U.S.A.) sends

back pictures of Mercury

1975.
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1) In 1930, families would enjoy _________,________ and ________  on their ____________. 

2) Since 1950 __________  ____________ have made _________ very popular.

3) Very few people could ____________ the first ______ programme in 1936.

4) The first colour __________ in 1938 was called ___________   _______________ .

5) In 1948   28 __________ people each week went to the ___________.

6) The first T.V. pictures from __________ came by _____________   in 1961.

7) Carefully draw and colour your own picture of “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs”.

Level 2

Radio, T.V. and the Cinema Since 1930

Families would enjoy

music, plays and news on

the radio in 1930.

“Disc Jockeys” since

1950 have made music

very popular.

Very few people could

watch the first T.V.

programmes in 1936.

“Snow White” by Walt

Disney was the first

colour film in 1938.

28 million people each

week went  to the cinema

in 1948.

Satellites brought the

first T.V. pictures from

America in 1961.
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