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Introduction
Most children will have enjoyed looking at pop-up books.
Cards and books which pop-up or move hold a
fascination for children of all ages, the fascination lies in
how the 'pop-ups' pop-up! Paper and card are about the
most versatile and familiar materials we have in schools
and by introducing children to several basic cuts they can
create cards and books that come alive.
Card Engineering as a means of teaching Design
Technology therefore harnesses enthusiasm and enables
work of a high quality to be produced. No matter what
experiences of cutting and shaping card and paper the
pupils have, the challenge of creating three dimensional
picture is an exciting and rewarding use of their skills.
Opportunities to make pop-up cards and books occur
many times throughout the school year, which provides
children with a real purpose for their work. Once the basic
skills have been introduced, then the pupils own creativity
can be left to flourish. When the basic techniques have
been introduced to the pupils and they have been given
time to experiment with a range of materials, then the
teacher must ensure that:
• The project I task given to the pupils is demanding
enough to allow them to perform at a higher level.

• The task is interesting so that the pupils are
encouraged to persist

• A variety of equipment is available to ensure
appropriate choices can be made.

• All equipment and materials are available in the class
and they are easily accessible so as to ensure pupils
make the correct decisions.

• Sufficient time is allowed to enable thorough
experimentation by individuals, that they can practice
newly acquired skills, be taught how to correctly use
any new pieces of equipment, develop ideas and
apply finishing techniques.

• The teacher needs to have the skills and knowledge
necessary to intervene when appropriate.
Experimentation and choice on the part of the pupil is
very important. This book contains photocopiable
resources and teacher I pupil instructions which will
enable you to teach and practice a variety of skills and
techniques appropriate to the making of pop-up cards
and books. The activities are designed to assist adults
when introducing new techniques to Key Stage 1 and
Key Stage 2 pupils and when used by a whole school
will ensure progression.The activities are intended to
be used as an introduction and when the pupils have
completed these introductory activities they should be
provided with a range of materials and equipment to
enable them to create their own pop-up on a given
theme
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Christmas Cracker Card 

Technique used: 
One cut pop - up technique, twice. 

Equipment Needed: 
scissors 
glue sticks 
felt pens and crayons 
card 
papers 
teacher prepared example 

How to make the example: 

Step 1. 
Step 2. 
Step 3. 
Step 4. 

Step 5. 
Step 6. 

Photocopy the sheet opposite onto card or stick onto card. 
Fold the card in half along the dotted line. 
Cut with scissors along the zig zag lines marked with the wider solid lines. 
Fold along the dotted lines forwards and backwards 10 times, leaving the 
shapes inside the card. 
Let the pupils colour in the card using felt pens, crayons etc ... 
Back the card and decorate the front cover using colours and themes 
similar to the ones inside. 

How the idea may be developed: 

The pupils could print a greeting for the inside / outside of the card using a word 
processor. The pupils can all be introduced to the same skill yet choose from a variety 
of designs which the teacher has drawn. Parallel cuts can be used to make the centre of 
the cracker pop-up as well 
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Mini - Beasts Card 

Technique used: 
One cut pop - up with 2 folds. 

Equipment needed: 
scissors 
card 
collage materials 
manufactured pop - up books 
design sheet 
felt pens and crayons 
glue sticks 

How to make the example: 
Step 1. Photocopy the sheet opposite onto card .or stick onto card, one per child. 
Step 2. Let the pupils fold the card in half and cut along the straight unbroken line 

across the mouth . 
Step 3. Help the pupils fold along the dotted lines qrawn from the end of the cut to the 

folded spine of the card. Fold forwards and backwards about 10 times leaving 

the triangle shapes inside the card. 
Step 4. Decorate the mini - beast. 
Step 5. Back the cut and the card and decorate the front cover. 

How the idea may be developed: 

Before the pupils decorate a card using this technique, they could design their mini -
beast on a design sheet. They can gain inspiration from the manufactured pop - up 
books on mini - beasts, actual mini - beasts or pictures. The design can then be 
transferred onto a mini - beast card. 
The pupils can cut their own mouth shapes, maybe instead of a straight line they could 
cut a zig zag line to create teeth. 
Printing shapes on the mini - beasts can create interesting patterns. 

18 



- - - -
o 
o 

" I " 

© Topical Resources. May be photocopied for classroom use only. 


	Back to Contents: 


